


 
Winter has finally arrived! January was quite a roller coaster for weather. Like the     
saying goes, ñIf you want to see all the seasons in a day, just come to Nebraska!ò As we 
jump into February and the more consistent cold weather, please remind your students to 
wear warm coats and clothing. Hopefully, the spring weather will be back soon! 
 
As Iôm sure you are all aware, February is National Heart Month. While we know that 
this month is supposed to bring awareness to cardiovascular disease, we can also look at 
it from another standpoint. What if we focused on putting our ñheartò into the things we 
are doing throughout the month of February? Throughout the school year, students work 
diligently to make their brains smarter, but if their heart is not in it, what kind of          
education are they truly getting? Aristotle said, ñEducating the mind without educating 
the heart is no education at all.ò As we make our way through these long winter months, 
letôs remind ourselves and our children to put their hearts and their minds into the tasks 
at hand. We want to give the best education possible to our students, making sure they 
are not only learning for the mind, but also for their heart. 
 
 
Mrs. Kowalski 
Principal, Bruning Building 
 

 

From the Principalôs Desk 
 
As we wrap up January, we want to congratulate our Junior High Girls Basketball team on a 
great season filled with growth and teamwork. At the same time, weôre excited to kick off the 
Junior High Boys Basketball season, which is just getting started. We wish our athletes the best 
as they continue to represent our school with pride both on and off the court. 
 
We are also incredibly proud of the progress our students are making in the classroom.    
Teachers are seeing strong growth in daily learning, and this is being reflected in our            
district-wide assessments, including FastBridge and MAP. Students are working hard, setting 
goals, and showing improvement. Thank you to our families for supporting learning at home. 
 
February will be a busy and exciting month at school! Students will participate in activities 
such as quiz bowl competitions, basketball games, a special visit and presentation from Miss 
Nebraska, and classroom Valentineôs Day parties. With winter weather still upon us, we kindly 
remind families to ensure students are coming to school properly dressed for the cold,           
including coats, hats, gloves, and appropriate footwear. 
 
Thank you for your continued partnership and support as we move into another great month of 
learning and activities! 
 
Melinda Kerwood  
Principal, Davenport Building 
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Counselor Corner 

February 2nd-February 6th is National School Counselor Week.  Each morning in the bulletin there will be 

morning announcements to celebrate NSCW.  The messages will reflect the 2026 theme ñSchool Counselors 

Amplify Student Successò from ASCA.  This week will help to understand what school counselors do and 

why it matters for student success.  School counselors work supports academic achievement, college and ca-

reer readiness, and social/emotional development.  I am proud to be the School Counselor to the wonderful 

Bruning-Davenport students!  

Grades K-6 continue with Second Step lessons.  We have started Unit 2 on Emotion Management.  Please 

continue completing the Home Links with your child!  They will be learning about:  1. Identifying and under-

standing their own and othersô feelings.  2.  Begin to take othersô perspectives.  3.  Show compassion for oth-

ers.  Empathy is a key ingredient in the development of prosocial behaviors and interpersonal problem-solving 

skills.  It is necessary for social-emotional competence and contributes to academic success. 

7th and 8th grade have created EducationQuest accounts so they are looking and different colleges and careers.  

We also take time to learn about different things that teenagers are dealing with including life skills, mental 

and physical health, social skills, and substance abuse through the digital platform Choices by Scholastic.  

Juniors discussed their ASVAB scores and will have a Practice ACT in February.  The Seniors are counting 

down the days Iôm sure!   

Thanks again for all that you do in supporting your child and teachers!! 

Marci Reinsch 

mreinsch@bdstorm.org 
K-12 School Counselor 

mailto:mreinsch@bdstorm.org


What's Happening @ Your Libraries 
This month's new resource we'd like to introduce you to is our Abdo eBook 
Shelf. The library owns all of these wonderful eBooks that students can 
read anytime, anywhere. No password is needed! Find the "library" tab      
under "students" on the district home page and click on the icon you see 
pictured with this article. We started our collection small, targeting the 

2nd graders' favorite animals that they are doing 
"Animal Brown Bag" reports on during library class (and 
making their animal during art class). We will add more 
books as we see how well they are used.  All of the ones on the book shelf 
are A.R testable if students wish :) Along with these eBooks, students also 
have access to over a hundred reference eBooks by clicking on the Abdo 
Reference icon. There are digital encyclopedias on sports, the military, 
gaming, and so much more! These are great for students of all ages! We     
encourage everyone to check out our new Abdo eBook resources! 
 

Digital Citizenship Tip 
All of us would probably agree that there is A LOT going on in 
our world today. All of us would also probably agree that having 
electronic devices & Internet access nearly 24 hours a day as 
well as a radio & a television means we have access to knowing 
more about the world around us than ever before. It makes it 
harder to navigate through life. This article Parent's Guide to 
Social Media & Digital Wellness  (https://connectsafely.org/
parents-guide-to-social-media-and-digital-wellness/) has some 
tips that may be helpful to both adults and students alike. 

Senior Seminar: 
 
Paul Downey, financial advisor and fiduciary from Kearney 
and advisor to the NE Department of Education on       
economic education, stopped by and provided a  
presentation on financial goal setting for BD seniors.   
 
His message to the class was to 
not be afraid or intimidated by 
money. He encouraged students 
to work with local banks and     
advisors to be financially fluid with 
their finances during all stages in 
life. Mr. Downey provided        
suggestions for each student  
based on their future goals.  
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A new year with a new set of projects in FCS. 
 
Learning and Earning: 
 

The new freeze dryer (purchased from CYE funds) has been going        
non-stop with students working on everything from the popular "Skittles" to 
an organic spice rub.   
 
The dehydrator is busy. Students are using the freeze-dried spice rub to 
create a new jerky flavor. 
 
The new food printer is a culinary tool purchased using CTE funds this 
year. Students are using it to make custom printed cookies and other 
baked goods. Logos are not just for key chains any more. 
 
















