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F ROM THE SUPERINTENDENT:   

BOLTS:  “Building Outstanding Leaders for Tomorrow’s Society 

Bruning Davenport School News 
September 2024 

“If you want to win, don’t focus on winning.   

Focus on the culture, people and processes 

that produce wins” 

Jon Gordon 
 

Celebrations – Birthdays 

Chris Ardissono – Dan Prososki– DeEtta Christensen- 

Melinda Kerwood 

 

September Daycare Meeting 

Discussed the increasing need for expansion. 

Discussed plans for expansion. 

Discussed State Child Care Tax Credit program to secure 

funding. 

 

September Board Meeting  

Bringing on another SPED para and eventually teacher. 

In addition, need another SPED para. 

Case load in Elementary SPED have increased. 

 

Have had two electric companies in the Bruning building to 

look at the electric grid.  Facility Advocates had an electrical 

engineer evaluate the building and the electric grid is maxed 

out. 

 

Also, getting bids on cost to stabilize the Bruning gym and 

the wall cracks, a private fence on the West side of the 

building and a fence on the Bruning playground to increase 

safety. 

 

Other News 

Still waiting on the card key camera installation. 

 

Help Wanted:  

Custodian – Davenport 

 

Financials:  Coming after the budget is approved following the Joint 

Thayer County Public Tax Hearing. 

 

Financials: Ending 8-30  24           23           22   

Budget        

YTD expenditures        

Last month            

% Budget remaining (0 months)        

Davenport Building Fund $461,000 

Bruning Building Fund $391,000 

Depreciation Fund  $861,000 

Davenport Activity Fund $222,000 

Bruning Activity Fund $299,000 

(Fiscal year Sept 1 – Aug 31) 

 

Committee’s:              Next Meeting 

Americanism Jerry Sarah Jamie Brad   Yearly 

BDEA  Rick Beth D Melinda Cammie   As needed 

BDS Coop  Jeff Jamie Sheri     Quarterly 

Calendar  Jill C Jill R Daina Ali     As needed 

Comm Outreach Daina Mark Cammie Maggie   At Inservice 

Daycare Adam Ryne Heather Sarah K Sheri Sarah P Ciara Kathy O             Monthly  

Discipline   Daina Cammie Ali Maggie Morgan Jill R Dan   Annually 

Build/Grounds Pat Ryne Jeff Brad     Annually 

Frontline         Weekly 

Grant        As Needed 

ILCD  Deb Melinda    At Inservice 

NCIS Negotiations/Calendar/Insurance/Schedule    Varies 

Certified  Chris Melinda Daina Jerry Sarah Ryan As Needed 

 Classified  Erika DeEtta Barb W Jeff Jim Kevin As Needed 

Safety   Ali Chris Marci Logan Leah  At Inservice 

Steering Melinda Beth A Lichelle Jill Britany Rick DanBi  Monthly 

Tech Website  Jill R Beth D Tara Brooke Micah Morgan Wade At Inservice 

Transportation  Dan Sheri Jeff Ryan   As needed 

Wellness  Brooke Lichelle Lori B Cammie Morgan Maggie At In-

service 

 

Upcoming upgrades: 
Updated list coming soon. 

 

Goal: 

To be the best small school in the State 

 
 



OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS 

     Grade     Name                                  Date                                                                                             Grade        Name                                Date 

 

 

 

 

 

PreK Berklee Voss 10 
PreK Landon Zerfass 11 
PreK Blake Philippi 15 

5 Breydon Nutsch 16 

3 Ryder Schulte 17 

 Cameron Freitag 17 

2 Rexton Elting 21 
PreK Easton Messman 21 

PreK Eden Bowman 21 
9 Emma Hoins 22 

K Darcy Schoenholz 22 
4 Kaelyn Schoenholz 22 
4 Korah Schoenholz 22 
 Beth Ardissono 23 

 Ashli Soukup 25 
5 Allison Mussman 25 
5 Barrett Mussman 25 
 Amanda Barney 27 
 Ruth Kowalski 29 

9 Eva Oltmans 29 
12 Addison Brase 30 

F ROM THE PRINCIPAL:  Hello fall! We are going full force into classes and activities at this time of the year. Students are 
busy with field trips, testing, athletics and activities. While I’m sure it feels a bit overwhelming as we are in the thick of it, I can 

assure you that the students are doing a great job.  
 
As we are getting closer to the end of the first quarter, it means it will be time for parent-teacher conferences. These will be held on 
Thursday, Oct. 3rd at Davenport for all grades. We will have a 1:00 dismissal, and conferences will begin at 4:00 p.m. The PreK-4th 
grade parents can sign up for a specific time using the PTCFast.com system, which is available on the Bruning-Davenport Facebook 
page. If you do not have access to that, please contact your child’s teacher to set up a time. The 5th-12th grade teachers will be avail-
able in the Davenport gymnasium from 4:00-8:00 that same day. This is an important time for parents to come together to discuss 
their child(ren) with their teachers. Continual celebrations of academic success and conversations about growth and goals are crucial 
in the success of our students. Please take the time to attend these conferences and be open to teaming with the B-D staff to continue 
your child’s academic growth. If you are unable to attend the scheduled conference time/date, we ask that you please contact your 
child(ren)’s teachers to reschedule or touch base with your student(s)’ progress. Following the conferences, there will be no school 
on Friday, October 4th.  
 
The month of October is an exciting time for all of our organizations, as some of the FFA members will be heading to the National 
Convention in Indianapolis and our athletic teams will be starting post-season play. Our One-Act team is also working diligently to 
perfect their upcoming performances in November of their script, “Puberty: The Game Show.” Please come to show your support to 
the students and sponsors by attending these events! 
 
As always, thank you to all the parents and community members for the continued support of our amazing school district. Without 
you, we would not be able to work toward our goal of Building Outstanding Leaders for Tomorrow’s Society.   
 
Ruth Kowalski, Principal, Bruning Building 

F ROM THE PRINCIPAL:  The school year is in high gear and there seems to always be something going on!  Our Junior High 
football and volleyball teams are working hard both on and off the playing surface!  They are doing a good job of taking care of 

business in the classroom so that they are eligible to play and competing hard on the court/field! 

The Elementary has been busy with activities as well.  They all had a wonderful trip to the State Fair.  The students got to have a fun 
time but were definitely worn out from all the activity upon returning home.  The 4 th graders also got to attend Ag Venture Day in 
Geneva where they had an exciting time. 

I would like to personally thank all the parents that helped us out tremendously by making sure they returned their Homecoming dis-
missal forms.  Dismissal seemed to run very smooth, which was aided by the information that we had. 

State Testing has wrapped up in the Davenport building. Our students performed well which is a testament to what a great school 
district we have! 

The 3rd-12th graders will be attending a presentation by Jay Martin on October 9th in Bruning. There is a presentation for parents from 
6-7 P.M. in Bruning as well. I would highly encourage you to attend. He will be talking about Digital Culture. The digital world is 
constantly changing and it’s best to stay on top of things so that we can ensure the safety of our kids and students. 

JJ Wagner, Principal, Davenport Building 

What's Happening @ Your Libraries:  We're now a month into the new school year & I'm pleased to report our students are busy 
reading! Some updates were done over the summer (& will continue during the year) to make our libraries more accessible & 
browsable for students. Nonfiction books are now in categories like what is seen in a bookstore. Signage has been made to help stu-
dents find what they're looking for. That process is finished in the Bruning building & is nearing completion in the Davenport build-
ing. Bruning elementary students are pretty excited about being able to check out these books as they've been eyeing what they want 
already! This process has been time consuming but well worth it! As we add new books to the collection, students are encouraged to 
take discarded books home to enjoy. If the barcode on the front of the book has a line drawn through it, that book does not need to be 
returned to school. :)  
 
You can see the new signage when you visit our fall Scholastic Book Fair this year! There is a flyer elsewhere in this newsletter with 
specifics, but the fair will begin on September 30. The Davenport building will be hosting both the book fair & parent-teacher con-
ferences this year. We look forward to seeing you there!    
 
Mrs. Hinrichs & Mrs. Dolnicek 
 



H OMECOMING COURT:  Queen and King:  Karolyn Ozenbaugh & Kesston Dickson 

Senior Attendants:  Catelin 

Schaffer & Elijah Weber   

Junior Attendants:  Lauryn Koch & 

Brayden Gardner   

Sophomore Attendants:  Kennedy 

Barney & Grady Holtzen 

Freshman Attendants:  Emma Hoins 

& Colt  Crockett 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 

2024 HOMECOMING ROYALTY! 

MEET A SENIOR 

ADDISON BRASE is the daughter Mitchell & Angela Brase.  She has one sister Sera Johnson.  Addison is in-

volved in Golf, One Act, Speech, NHS, Letter Club, FFA and FCCLA at Bruning-Davenport USD.  She is a mem-

ber of Chirst’s Lutheran Church and active in the Church youth Group,  Addison likes to hang out with friends and 

family, go shopping, golfing and spending time at the lake.  She plans to attend UNL and has not decided on a 

major yet.  Addison’s favorite food is pasta & bread, her favorite TV show is Bridgerton, her favorite song is Vi-

enna by Billy Joel, and her favorite place to go to be alone is her room.  The most influential person in her life has 

been her Grandma.  “She made me the person that I am today and I look up to her in many ways” says Addison. 

 

PAXTON COX is the son of  James & Melody Cox.  He is involved in FFA, FCCLA, and Letter Club.  Pax-

ton likes to deer and turkey hunt, fishing, riding 4-wheelers and raising chickens.  He plans to attend a welding 

school in the future.  His favorite food is Lasagna, his favorite TV show is Yellowstone, his favorite song is 

Boys of Faith by Zach Bryan and his favorite place to go to be alone is the river.  The most influential person 

in his life has been his Dad.  “He is an extremely hard worker and always pushes me to be my best in every-

thing I do”  says Paxton. 

C OUNSELOR’S CORNER: Hello Fall and cooler weather!   

September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month so we purchased bracelets 
for students and posters in the schools to help support one another with positive 

meaningful messages.  It is essential to remember that suicide is preventable, and early 
intervention is key!! 

During Guidance we have been focusing on identifying emotions and feelings.  The 
next few weeks we will be working on our personal character traits by demonstrating awareness of per-
sonal strengths, challenges, and aspirations.   

The Juniors attended the SCC college fair on September 17th and gained information on the many colleg-
es and career choices. The Juniors will be busy in October with the Accuplacer test on the 15 th and will be 
taking the PSAT-NMSQT on the 29th.  More information will be given to the students. 

The Seniors continue to be busy visiting colleges and a couple of them have been accepted to the college of 
their dreams!   

Thank you for all you do for your students and their teachers!!  

“Success is a state of mind. If you want success, start thinking of yourself as a success.” – Joyce Brothers. 

N EW STAFF:    Lori Balke is the new Family and Consumer Science teacher at BD.  Miss Balke has spent 
over 30 years in education both at the high school and college level.  After receiving her bachelor's degree 

in vocational and occupational education from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, she taught at Creighton, Dun-
dy County, and Elmwood-Murdock (yes, Emily Miller, was one of her students)  Miss Balke worked for SCC as 
an Admissions Counselor and Coordinator of Testing and Disability Services.  
 
In addition to working in education, she and her family have been lifelong entrepreneurs.  Miss Balke retired 
from SCC in 2022, to assist one of her former high school students in launching an app for his company.   Once 
that project was completed, Miss Balke said, “ I realized I’m not the work from home kind of person- and I al-
ways knew I’d find my way back to the classroom.  I worked in education when FCS was cut- along with other 
vocational programs- and I always said -if there was a school that was strong enough to want FCS as part of their 
curriculum, that is where I wanted to be.”     
















