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BOLTS:  “Building Outstanding Leaders for Tomorrow’s Society 

Kelly Lampe, Superintendent 

JJ Wagner, 2-8 Principal 

106 N. Juniper Ave. 

Davenport, NE  68335 

402-364-2225 

Ruth Kowalski, Principal 

PreK-1st and High School  

340 Carroll St. 

Bruning, NE  68322 

402-353-4685 

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2024 

BEST WISHES IN ALL YOU FUTURE ENDEAVORS 

From the Administration, Faculty and Staff at  

Bruning-Davenport USD 

Dominick Kenneth  Acker Elisha Kreiger U.S. Army 

Tanner Charles Bolte Sarah & Chris Bolte UNK - Business  

Rose Marie Cowart Sarah Cowart Workforce 

Jazmyne Rae Diaz-McCall Crystal McCall & Nate Diaz Workforce 

Isaiah Omar Eickmann-Hernandez Kurt & Deb Eickmann SCC or CCC - Automotive 

Landon  Lee Gardner Layta Gardner SCC Beatrice - Business 

Gatlin Ross Hinrichs Jered & Tammy Hinrichs CCC - Diesel Tech 

Alexa Paige  Houser Ryan & Kristine Houser SCC Beatrice - Criminal Justice 

Jaron Ronald  Norder Ted & Sheri Norder UNL Agribusiness 

Wyatt Keith  Ozenbaugh Mitch & Katrina Ozenbaugh 
NCTA Curtis - Agronomy,                                
UNL Agronomy,  National Guard 



Bruning Davenport School News 
April  2024—Mr. Kelly Lampe, Superintendent 

“Successful positive teams with positive employees and cultures are created through a set of principles, processes and habits that are in-

grained into each team member” 

John Gordon 

 

April Board Meeting   Discussed Property and Casualty Insurance concerns.  Looking at secondary options. 

Presented Winter test data results. 

Discussed after school program. 

Update on Daycare financial concerns. 

Approved Classified pay raise. 

Approved Full Insurance coverage to 9-month employees. 

Approved pay to classified staff if a regularly scheduled school day is cancelled. 

Approve Eric Small as Athletic Director – High School Girls Basketball – 2-8 Elementary PE. 

 

Other News  We have verbal commitments for some of our openings.  Names will be released upon approval at the next board meeting. 

Received $2000 to apply to our camera card key safety project this summer.  Thayer County Economic Development graciously wrote the application.  

The Feasibility studies are close to being done.  We should be able to have presentations at the next board meeting. 

If anyone knows of possible housing for new teachers please call the District Office. 

Both the High School and Junior High labs are being updated. 

July 14 is the Davenport Alumni Banquet.  If anyone in the community would have historical artifacts related to the school, the Davenport Alumni Com-

mittee would very much like to display them at the banquet.  Again, call the office if you can help. 

 

Data Central   The testing measurement tool we use is called MAPS. Maps = Measure of Academic Progress.  This test allows us to see where we 

rank with other schools as well as measure individual improvement from fall to winter to spring to fall.  We will eventually build a database to track pro-

gress during a student’s academic career.  Below is our percentile rank among other Nebraska Schools. 

 

 Math         Read 

  Winter 24       Winter 24 

Kin 82 84 

1st 84 68 

2nd  56 78 

3rd  61 75 

4th  63 63 

5th  82 76 

6th  62 51 

7th  54 55 

8th  59 39 

9th  57 50 

10th  72 47 

11th  76 72 

 73.8% 69.2% 
Help Wanted:  

Secondary music – Possible 

Coaching 

HS Volleyball Asst Coach 

JH Asst Football Coach 

JH Track Coach 

 

Financials: Ending 3-31-24  24  23  22________ 

Budget    $5,387,784 

YTD expenditures   $2,626,000 $2,626,000 $2,577,000 

Last month   $377,000     $376,000 $338,000 

% Budget spent (7 months)        48.8%                  52.6%  52.2% 

Davenport Building Fund  $476,000 

Bruning Building Fund  $386,000 

Depreciation Fund (Vehicles)  $554,000 

Davenport Activity Fund  $130,000 

Bruning Activity Fund   $244,000 

(Fiscal year Sept 1 – Aug 31) 

Committee’s:      Next Meeting 

Americanism Jerry Sarah Jamie Brad   Yearly 

BDEA  Rick Beth D Melinda Cammie   As needed 

BDS Coop  Jeff Jamie Sheri    Quarterly 

Calendar  Jill C Jill R Daina Ali    As needed 

Comm Outreach Daina Mark Cammie Maggie Holly   At Inservice 

Daycare     Adam Ryne Heather Sarah K Sheri Sarah P Ciara Kathy O Monthly    

Discipline  Daina Cammie Ali    Annually 

Build/Grounds Pat Ryne Jeff Brad    Annually 

Frontline       Weekly 

Grant       As Needed 

ILCD  Jen Melinda?    At Inservice 

NCIS  Negotiations/Calendar/Insurance/Schedule  Varies 

   Certified  Chris Melinda Daina Jerry Sarah Ryan  As Needed 

   Classified Erika DeEtta Barb W Jeff Jim Kevin  As Needed 

Safety   Ali Chris Marci Logan Susan Leah  At Inservice 

Steering  Melinda Beth A Lichelle Jill Britany Rick Dan Bi Monthly 

Tech Website Jill R Beth D Tara Brooke Micah Morgan Wade At Inservic 
Transportation  Dan Sheri Jeff Ryan    As needed 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL:  Nelson Mandela once said, “It always seems impossible until it’s done.” The 2023-24 school year 
may have seemed impossible at the beginning with all of the changes and the unknowns, but together we have succeeded!  
 
As we reflect on this year, it has been an exciting one for all of us. We have learned and  experienced so much, both wonderful and 
tragic, throughout the year that will long remain with us in the years to come. The strength our communities and school have shown 
through it all is admirable. It makes me proud to be part of such an amazing school district.  
 
This is also the time of the year that we have to say good-bye. We wish the graduates good luck as they pursue their future endeav-
ors! It has been an honor and privilege to teach and help guide you through the years. We also say good-bye to Mrs. Stewart as she is 
retiring. We wish you the best! 
 
I hope and pray everyone enjoys these last few weeks of school and a fantastic summer!   
Ruth Kowalski, PreK-1st and High School Principal 



FROM THE PRINCIPAL:  Well here we are, the end of the school year is upon us. As the weather has gotten warmer, I know the kids are 
ready for a break! 

The month of April sure was a busy one. 

Eva Oltmans, Macin Kowalski, and Brooklyn Philippi participated in the Eastern Nebraska School Speech Contest. 

Junior High Track was off and running at the beginning of the month and their season was all wrapped up by the end of the month. 5 track meets 
over the course of one month is a lot to undertake. The athletes worked hard at practice to get better and better. Maybe some time in their track 
career, they’ll get one non-windy meet… 

The 6th graders finally got to go to Deshler for Animals Inside and Out put on by the Nebraska Extension Office. It was previously cancelled due to 
icy weather. 

Some of the 3rd and 4th graders also got to finally compete in their Reading Rally. They competed against Meridian and Thayer Central, as all 3 
schools were unable to make it to Beatrice on the competition day due to bad road conditions. 

After months of practice, the elementary really sailed away with a terrific spring concert. The kids put a lot of hard work into the musical produc-
tion and it showed during the performance. 

The middle school has also been hard at work preparing for their concert. They always do a great job as well. 

As is the norm, this time of the year, the Davenport building has been busy with MAPS and NSCAS Testing. I appreciate how hard the students 
work on these tests. 

As we approach the end of the school year, it is easy for kids to “check out”, so please remind them to continue to put their best foot forward both 
inside and outside of the classroom until we are officially done with school!  JJ Wagner, 2-8th Grade Principal 

Counselor’s Corner:  We had some much

-needed rain this month and plants are begin-

ning to bloom!  Our focus in K-8 is on 

“planting kindness”.  We have continued with 

our SEL curriculum and hopefully you are see-

ing some skills being taught and shared with 

you at home!  With this, we are still working on 

understanding and managing emotions, setting 

and achieving goals, feeling and showing em-

pathy for others, establishing and maintaining positive relationships, and making responsible decisions.  The Sophomores took their 

PreAct this month and will find out their scores soon!  The Juniors have taken their final Statewide/District test, the ACT, and they 

did very well!  Our Seniors are counting down the days and are working diligently on scholarships, some already being awarded!  

Finishing up our last few weeks, we will continue to focus on “planting kindness” to others and being especially kind to ourselves!  

Thank you for supporting our students and staff!  We appreciate you!  

 Since April is Child Abuse Prevention Month I am including our local Child Advocacy Center information. Abuse is Preventable!!  

BraveBe Child Advocacy Center in Lincoln with satellites through York.  https://www.bravebe.org/  

FFA Update: We kicked off this month by attending the FFA state convention. The Environment and Natural Resource team was 
10th overall, the Agriculture Sales team ended up 19th, and the Food Science team placed 13th. The junior high quiz bowl team of 
Collin Shoenholz, Eva Oltmans, Colt Crockett, and Blake Miller competed and made it to the semi final round of their division. Em-
ma Hoins competed in discovery speaking and re-
ceived a silver medal. Riggins Ozenbaugh also 
competed in the People in Agriculture contest and 
received a gold rating. Six seniors received their 
state degrees: Isaiah Eickmann, Wyatt Ozenbaugh, 
Tanner Bolte, Jaron Norder, Landon Gardner, and 
Gatlin Hinrichs. The FFA state degree is the highest 
degree achievable from the Nebraska FFA associa-
tion. We are very proud of all of our members’ accomplishments. 
During the convention, members also attended many sessions with 
guest speakers, leadership workshops, and tours. We had many 
members attend a national officer assembly where they learned the 
importance of teamwork in leadership. The chapter was also recog-
nized for participating in the Connecting Chapters program through 
the Nebraska Farm Bureau. BD FFA Reporter Peyton Domeier 
 

WEIGHTS CLASS:  1200 POUND CLUB:  Jaron Norder, Tanner Bolte, Wyatt Ozenbaugh, Eli Weber, Kesston Dickson 

SCHOOL RECORDS:  Wyatt Ozenbaugh, Natalio Diaz-McCall, Paxton Cox  CHART 4 LIFTS:  Jaron Norder, Tanner bolte, Eli 
Weber, Kesston Dickson, Braelynn Renz, Tobby Voss  CHART 2 LIFTS:  Wyatt Ozenbaugh, Gatlin Hinrichs, Paxton Cox, Wyatt 
Holtzen, Brayden Gardner, LeTrell Houser CHART 1 LIFT:  Kinzley Bohling, Campbell Bohling, Alexa Houser, Karolyn Ozen-
baugh  



EASTERN NEBRASKA SCHOOLS SPEECH CONTEST:  Local students from Bruning - Davenport Middle School recently 

had the opportunity to demonstrate their public speaking skills and take pride in personal accomplishments. On March 27, 2024, 

students took part in the Eastern Nebraska School Speech Contest sponsored by Bruning Bank. Students competing in this year’s 

contest shared their presentations on the topic An Invention That Has Improved the Quality of Life.  

This year’s winners in the 6thgrade class were: 

 1st place Brooklyn Philippi 

 2nd place Macin Kowalski 

 3rd place Carter Voss 

 

  

In the 7th grade class, the following students were chosen as this year’s winners.  

 1st place Kyler Koch 

 2nd place Rylan Trapp 

 3rd place Aliviah Barney 

 

  

In the 8th grade class the following students were chosen as this year’s winners. 

 1st place Eva Oltmans 

 2nd place Emma Hoins 

 3rd place Natalie Linscomb 

  

 

Each winner received a plaque and their names will be engraved on the school’s speech contest plaque. The following students were 

chosen to represent Bruning - Davenport at the Eastern Nebraska Schools District Speech competition to be held at the Majestic The-

atre in Hebron on April 15, 2024. 

 

Eva Oltmans 

 Macin Kowalski  

 Brooklyn Philippi 

 

 

 

A big thank you to all the students who put in so much time to create such a great event.  Rick Ault, Middle School English 

What's Happening @ Your Libraries  The book fair is wrapping up as I write this today. It was extreme-
ly successful due to all of you who patronized the fair during the week. Thank you, all! Our 8th graders 
helped set it up and we had some 7th and 8th grade help take it down. I'm so proud of the way they worked 
together to present our fair! They did a marvelous job! A big thank you goes out to Ms. Reinch for the use 
of her classroom, Mrs. Catlett, Andi, Erika, and Barb for their help. Thank you also to Mr. Wagner & Mr. 
Lampe for their support of our efforts as well. 
 
Our reading mosaic in the hall in Davenport is getting closer to completion. Everyone is making that final 
push to make their final goals for the year and stickers are continuing to fill up squares! 
 
Some end of the year thoughts... 

Please make sure your family has returned all library books by May 3rd. If someone in your family needs a book for A.R. or a 
class, send your child to his/her librarian to have that conversation. We are more than happy to accommodate that! If any 
books are checked out after that date, they should stay at school so they are easily returned. Any items not returned after 
May 8 will be billed to your family. That bill must be paid or the item must be returned before your student is allowed to 
check out of school for the summer. If you have questions, please call Mrs. Dolnicek 364-2225. 

 
As the computers/technology teacher, Mrs. Dolnicek would like to remind your 5th-12th graders that they must have their 

charger, laptop, and bag (5th -8th grades) at school on/before May 14th so these items can be assessed for being in work-
ing order/needing repairs. Your student must have all of these items turned in in order to be allowed to check out of 
school for the summer. Please call her if you have questions or if your child has lost one of these items so she can advise 
you of replacement costs that will need to be paid. 

 
Studies and articles continue to be published about the negative impacts of phones, social media, screen time, etc. Our coun-

try is seeing the mental health of kids and adults worsen because limits on screen time and social media aren't being 
monitored. One way to help all of us disengage from technology in general for a while is to pick up a good book! Not 
only might you learn something new or escape from life for a bit, but you also help prevent the "summer slide" of forget-
ting what was learned during this school year. Sounds like a big win on both counts! Some families made purchases at 
the book fair to prepare for summer. Don't forget those summer reading programs at the local public libraries! They're 
generally free and lots of fun! Happy beach reading while enjoying your summer! 

Mrs. Hinrichs and Mrs. Dolnicek, library 



PIZZA HUT REWARDS PROGRAM:  Kindergarten and first grade students had the opportuni-
ty to participate in the Pizza Hut BookIt reading program. Teachers can set a monthly reading goal 

for their classes. If they meet the monthly goal, they earn a pizza certificate for that month. Stu-
dents were asked to complete 5 months out of the 6 in order to earn a pizza party. These kids trav-

elled to the York Pizza Hut on April 10th, where they enjoyed a personal pan pizza, cinnamon 
sticks, and a small drink! 

HIGH SCHOOL SPEECH SEASON:  Competitive speech is not for 
the faint of heart. We are blessed to have the best group of students make up 
our team. The effort and work they have put into this season is beyond 
measure. It takes dedication and sacrifice to give up your Saturdays to per-
form. It takes perseverance to continue despite being critiqued harshly. It 
takes resilience, to give your all and keep going, even after you fall short. 
We are so honored to have these hardworking students comprise our team. 
We are so proud of everything they have accomplished this season. 
 
The Bruning Davenport speech team competed in seven speech meets this 
season. Our novice performers did exceptionally well at the Thayer Central 
meet on January 20th. Peggy Sue Galaway took 1st in novice Program of 
Oral Interpretation (POI), and our team of Kennedy Barney, Brodrick 
Dunn, Grady Holtzen, LeTrell Houser, and Cynthia Ozenbaugh took 5th in 
novice Oral Interpretation of Drama (OID). The next weekend, January 
27th, the team headed to MUDECAS in Humbolt, where Addison Brase 
took 2nd in Entertainment Speaking. She also took 2nd in varsity Entertainment Speaking the following week, February 3rd, at the Aurora Speech 
meet. The novice performers also did well at Aurora. Peggy Sue Galaway took 1st in novice (POI), and our OID team took 3rd place. On February 
17th, the team headed to Sutton for their speech invite. Addison Brase took 6th in Entertainment Speaking at this event. On Wednesday, February 
21st, we headed to Hampton, for the Crossroads Conference Speech meet. Most of the team was feeling under the weather, but each of them 
showed up, and did their best. Our Conference has fierce competitors, but our team hung in there with them. We only had one event medal; Addi-
son Brase placed 6th in Entertainment Speaking. That Saturday, February 24th, we headed to McCool Junction for the Dunsmoor Classic meet. 
Lexi Enghauser and Karolyn Ozenbaugh placed 8th in Duet Acting while Maia Oltmans placed 7th in Entertainment Speaking. Finally, on Tuesday, 
March 12th, we headed to Lincoln to compete for Districts.  
 
We proudly boast that the Bruning-Davenport Speech team had an excellent showing at the D2-1 District meet at Lincoln Southwest High School. 
Every event, we took, placed, and received a medal. We also took 3rd place in team sweeps for D2. In addition, out of 3 Districts including A2 and 
C2-1, we placed 10th overall. Individual awards include Lexi Enghauser and Karolyn Ozenbaugh who took 2nd in Duet Acting and punched their 
ticket to State in Kearney, March 22nd. In addition, Karolyn Ozenbaugh placed 5th in Persuasive Speaking, Addison Brase placed 4th in Entertain-
ment Speaking, Maia Oltmans placed 5th in Entertainment Speaking, Lauryn Koch placed 4th in Informative Speaking, Peggy Sue Galaway placed 
4th in POI, and the OID Team placed 4th.  At State, Lexi Enghauser and Karolyn Ozenbaugh performed their Duet three times for judges and 
gained irreplaceable experience. We are so proud of them for all their hard work this season. 
 
 We look forward to the success the entire team will achieve next year. 

     MAY BIRTHDAYS   JUNE BIRTHDAYS             JULY BIRTHDAYS 

  Grade            Name                        Date                     Grade        Name                      Date               Grade        Name                      Date 

CELEBRATE 

4 Jase Schlichtman 1 
4 Jaryn Houchin 7 
8 Natalie Linscomb 7 
2 Justin Wallace 10 
4 Madison Schoenhals 11 
12 Landon Gardner 16 
2 Samuel Shaner 17 
10 Brayden Gardner 17 
1 Rhyson Ozenbaugh 19 

 Ali Strong 19 
K Elsie Shaner 24 

 David Christensen 26 

 Jennifer Krupicka 26 

 Bethanie Dolnicek 27 

3 Jake Follmer 28 
1 Brynn Ramsey 30 

6 Samuel Szydlo 1 
11 Karolyn Ozenbaugh 2 
2 Emmalynn Voss 3 
3 Dawson Miller 3 

 Daniel Boshart 3 

11 Esther Cowart 5 
5 Jackson Philippi 7 
1 Ryha Schulte 7 

 Maggie Vyhnalek 7 

 Tara Voss 8 
2 Gail Holtzen 9 

 Joy Lentfer 12 

 Missi Rohr 13 
1 Sophia McLaughlin 14 
5 Shelby Miller 15 

 Jerry Littrel 21 

 Rick Ault 26 
10 Tobby Voss 28 
12 Jaron Norder 29 

6 Carter Voss 1 
10 Lauryn Koch 4 
2 Ryann Messman 4 
2 Burke Strong 6 
1 Aeryn Peterson 6 
7 Claire Lahners 7 
3 Knox Philippi 7 

 Kelly Lampe 7 

 Marci Reinsch 11 
5 Alec Barney 11 
1 Rhett Miller 11 
2 Oliver Anderson 13 

PreK Breckyn Wagner 18 
8 Noah Wence 18 

 Sheri Norder 18 
11 Paxton Cox 20 

 Jill Catlett 21 

 Leah Werner 23 
K Maverick Bolte 26 
3 Grayson Messman 27 

PreK Theodore Holtzen 28 
9 Cynthia Ozenbaugh 29 

11 Oliver Galaway 31 

PreK Jensen Dirks 31 

SUMMER  

BIRTHDAYS  












